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Dear Highland Environment Forum members,
Highland Wildflower Meadow Mosaic
I'm delighted to be working with HighLife Highland rangers to promote all the good work they are doing creating Highland Wildlife Meadow Mosaic. The sign is created by Wester Ross ranger Jenny Grant who is also a skilled artist. 
There will be around 40 new small meadow sites created across Highland - and as you would expect from the ranger service all the sowing is thoroughly considered and will be with seeds collected in Scotland. Where possible they've been collecting seed that is local to the sites and any purchased seed is from Scotia Seeds. 
There's a page on the Forum website which shows you the meadow making days coming up, and they're also shared on the Outdoor Volunteering facebook page.
A glimpse at the news section will show you why this work is so important.
Inspiration
I love the fact that the Forum has a very flexible Highland boundary. This event -  Postcards To Our Future  on 25 March -  shared with me by Jamie Paterson, a member who is in the Edinburgh, 2050 Climate Group is  a great idea. It's well worth reading the blurb - or going along if you are also a flexible Highlander!
News
· Ramblers Scotland gears up for fresh fight against Coul Links golf course plan with launch of petition 

· Climate change blamed for declines in mountain plants
· Native UK plants in catastrophic decline, major report finds
· Anger in Western Isles over plans to protect Scottish waters
· £100m boost for biggest UK hydro scheme in decades 

· Highland Council to trial electric cargo bikes to cut emissions
· Why are large numbers of red deer being killed?
· How community crofting experiment could help repopulate the Highlands: Glengarry Community Woodland 

· 100,000 trees and £1m economic boost in Northwoods Rewilding Network’s early years
Scottish Government
· Wildlife management legislation introduced to Parliament
Newsletter
· The Think Nature Health Walks spring newsletter is attached
Video
· Assynt Field Club: Nature Photographs from the ground up. Recent talk by David Haines 

· RSPB bird flu update
Blog
· Exploring how beach litter has changed over the past 50 years using drones and phone apps - this will form part of the SLEF members evening on 28 March - see events
· The Secret Life of Capercaillie Cairngorms Connect
Survey
· Peat, Diesel and Seaweed…. UHI and  Northwest 2045 would like to learn about how people in NW Sutherland feel about climate change and their hopes for effective climate action. Survey link
Report
· NatureScot, Pollinator Strategy - 2022 Progress Report
Research
· Noise harming ocean invertebrates and ecosystems
· Moths threatened by climate change could be saved by better water management
· Changing temperatures increase pesticide risk to bees
· Green hydrogen: How photoelectrochemical water splitting may become competitive
· How fishermen benefit from reversing evolution of cod
· Minke whales are as small as a lunge-feeding baleen whale can be
· Migratory birds take breaks to boost their immune system
Jobs
· RSPB Loch Ruthven Summer Ranger. Closing date 24 March 

· RSPB Abernethy 

 HYPERLINK "https://app.vacancy-filler.co.uk/salescrm/Careers/CareersPage.aspx?e=LMo8nnTwYNY2aWsZEI-nLC05_l54kZd_b3tEYwLstRzKjcbHI4ABgTslL18Y2sX6jsvuCn-IUX8&iframe=True" Seasonal Ranger x 1.5. 1 May to 31 Aug. Closing date 27 March 

· RSPB Abernethy. Field Officer - Peatland Restoration. 3-year contract. Closing date 27 March  

· BASC Director Scotland. Closing date 2 April 

· Tomintoul and Glenlivet Development Trust, Glenlivet and Inveravon Development Officer. 2-year contract. Closing date 3 April
· NatureScot, T

 HYPERLINK "https://ejki.fa.em3.oraclecloud.com/hcmUI/CandidateExperience/en/sites/CX/requisitions/preview/592" ransformative Land Use Adviser. Closing date 3 April 

· RSPB, 2 x Seasonal Cairngorm Mountain Ranger. 2.5 month contract. Closing date 4 April 

· North West Highlands Geopark Manager. Closing date 7 April
· RSPB, Assistant Warden, Orkney Reserves. Closing date 9 April 

· National Trust for Scotland. Senior Nature Conservation Officer - Farmland. Closing date 14 April
· National Trust for Scotland. Senior Nature Conservation Officer - Woodlands Closing date 14 April
· Forestry and Land Scotland, Forestry and Land Scotland
Forest Planners West Region. Closing date 17 April 

· Cairngorm Wilderness Contracts, Trainee Mountain Path Builder. Last date of advert 1 May
Events
Wildflower meadow making with High Life Highland Rangers
Learn about meadows and what species they support, and help to make a start on creating a wildflower meadow patch - some equipment provided, but you may want to bring a spade and gloves. Tea and coffee provided. Bring some warm and waterproof clothing. Donations welcomed.
Wester Ross
F﻿or more info contact Jenny Grant at Jenny.Grant@highlifehighland.com
· 28 March @ 14.30 - 17.00 Morefield Ullapool  at Morefield Place
Easter Ross
F﻿or more info contact Marcia O'Hara at marcia.o'hara@highlifehighland.com
· 24 March - afternoon digging at Simpson Place, Dingwall. Contact Marcia for info 

· 29 March @ 10.30 - 13.00  Meadow Making Workshop, North Kessock Village  

· 30 March @ 10.30 - 13.00  Meadow Making Workshop,Joss Street Hall, Invergordon
Caithness
For more info contact Roz Summers roz.summers@highlifehighland.com or 07551 525719 
· 13 April @ Wick Riverside (near Poundstretcher Car Park). Digging the extension to the wildflower meadow and planting the seeds, craft activities and scientific investigations – see if we can make the longest bug and daisy chain anyone has ever seen.... No need to book. Donations welcome
Inverness
For more information contact John Orr at john.orr@highlifehighland.com or  07771 370959
· Tuesday 18 April @ 14.00 - 16.00  Bught Park, Inverness Meet at the corner of Bught Park opposite the Fisherman’s car park – halfway along Bught Road IV3 5SH
· Friday 21 April @ 14.00 - 16.00 Queens Park, Inverness  Meet at the small private car park on Bught Drive near the Petanque Club IV3 5SR the gate will be open
· Thursday 27 April @ 14.00 - 16.00  Culloden Dovecot close to Barn Church. Meet at the Culloden Dovecot car park off Barnchurch Road (take the turn off for the Culloden House Hotel then first right) IV2 7WB
All other events
March
· 25 March @ 20.30 Earth Hour Scotland 

· 28 March @ 19.00 Skye and Lochalsh Environment Forum Members' evening. Presentations are: Dr Tom Stanton, University of Loughborough, Marine Litter Project and Claire Boothby, Bat Conservation Trust ‘Species on the Edge’. Contact info@slef.org.uk to get a zoom link 

· 29 March @ 15.00 - 16.00 Circular Textiles - An Introduction to Circular Economy Zero Waste Scotland 

· 29 March @ 19.00 - 20.00 Introduction to surveying Scotland’s reptiles Amphibian and Reptile Conservation training (online) 

· 30 March @ 10.30 - 14.00  Meadow Making Workshop, Joss Street Hall, Invergordon with Marcia O'Hara, High Life Highland Ranger

April
· 1 April @ 10.00 @ Inverness Botanics: Getting Your Growing Going - getting things started in your community garden and a tour of the Botanic's growing plots. Highland Good Food Partnership. Contact Toni for more information toni@highlandgoodfood.scot 

· 3 April @ 19.00 - 22.00 High Life Highland Ranger Bothy Tales and Marshmallows, Lochinver
· 3 April @ 11.00 @The Field Alness. For community gardens or those who would like to be - Hügelkultur, a method of no dig garden using mounds. Highland Good Food Partnership. Contact Toni for more information toni@highlandgoodfood.scot.
· 6 April  @ 19.30 Assynt Field Club. Otters: Ecology and Conservation, speaker Dr. Paul Yoxon (International Otter Survival Fund).  in-person @ Stoer Hall and online - email assyntwildlife@gmail.com for zoom link 

· 18 April @ 19.00 - 20.30 Introduction to Birdsong webinar. Dan Puplett (online)
· 20 April  @ 19.30 Assynt Field Club. Birds of St. Kilda and the Western Isles, speaker Tony Mainwood. in-person @ Stoer Hall and online - email assyntwildlife@gmail.com for zoom link 

· 23 April @ 10.00 - 15.30 Bird Language - Interpreting Calls and Behaviour Dan Puplett. Marcassie Farm, Forres. 

· 25-28 April @10.00 - 15.30pm Tracks and Signs - 4 Day Course  Dan Puplett. Marcassie Farm, Forres. 

· 29 April Abriachan Community Woodland: Mushroom Cultivation with Rhyze Mushrooms. For community woodlands and gardens or those who would like to be.Contact Toni for more information toni@highlandgoodfood.scot.

May
· 13 and 14 May. Two BTO breeding bird survey and bird calls training days: Glenmore (Aviemore). Saturday 13th May.  and Dunglass Island (Conon Bridge). Sunday 14th May
· 13 May @10.30 - 16.00 Spring Foraging Dan Puplett. Marcassie Farm, Forres.
· 16 May @ 11.00  - 15.00 High Life Highland Ranger Clachtoll Broch and Coastal walk
June
· 10 - 18 June Climate Fringe Festival
With regards,
Caroline
Caroline Vawdrey   (1.5 days per week)   T. 01381 600243
The Forum is funded by Highland Council and Scottish Forestry, and supported by NatureScot and was established to provide an arena for discussion, networking and action on environmental subjects. 
To do this the Forum works to:
· Foster and coordinate activity on environmental matters
· Take forward relevant actions identified in the Highland Outcome Improvement Plan and be a valuable source of practical advice
· Identify, and respond to, emerging environmental agendas
· Provide a link between local groups and national strategies, action plans and reporting
· Raise awareness and promote good practice on environmental issues
We hold two full Forum meetings a year,  and facilitate field meetings and discussion groups.
www.highlandenvironmentforum.info
www.facebook.com/highlandenvironmentforum
twitter.com/HiEnvironment
www.instagram.com/highlandenvironmentforum
E-newsletter content, in a larger font, is also hosted on the website news and events pages.
